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REF 17 [PORTRAIT] Baja California peninsula
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Dave Moore, one of the BajaXL's unofficial
organizers, airs down his tires in hopes of
getting free from a silt trap as night closes in on
Day 4.
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Director Ryan Christen during his fire service
career, conducting a confined-space rescue
operation as a member of a Special Operations
Unit. Christen spent twenty years in the fire
service and retired as a Battalion Chief.
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BajaXL teams celebrate the end of Day 1 at
Manny's on the beach in San Felipe.
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Director Ryan Christen, one of the film's central
subjects, at the end of Day 3, as he and
associate producer Derek Bays weigh their
options and consider turning back after the day
pushed them to the brink.
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Filmmakers and BajaXL participants Ryan
Christen and Derek Bays set out for the trails
as they near the end of the rally.
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BajaXL teams stop at Nuevo Coco's Corner for
a break before heading deeper into the
backcountry on Day 2 of the rally.
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A Baja wanderer shares trailside wisdom with
Ryan and Derek at Cowpatty.
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Blown tires and bent rims were only some of
the challenges presented by Baja's rugged
terrain.
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Wilson Craig, one of the BajaXL's unofficial
organizers, pauses to watch the sea lions
(lobos marinos) at La Lobera, a remote sea
cave on the Pacific coast.

[PORTRAIT] La Lobera
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The 2025 BajaXL was the last rally to leave
stickers on the "Cowpatty Express" at the
famous Cowpatty in Baja. Cowpatty was lost to
a fire a few months after the rally.
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Filmmakers and BajaXL participants Derek
Bays and Ryan Christen discuss routes and

strategy during a repair stop on Day 3 of the

rally.
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Ryan and Derek make their way along a
section of coastal trail on Day 8 of the BajaXL
2025.
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Dave Moore, one of the BajaXL's unofficial
organizers, weighs route options after teams
ran into one challenge after another on Day 3
of the rally.
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Director Ryan Christen (center) presents Fort
Walton Beach, Florida fire department shirts to
Juan Berrelleza (left), San Ignacio's vice mayor
and fire department sub-commander, and
Comandante Marco Antonio Berrelleza (right),
with the department's donated Riverside
County apparatus.
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Director Ryan Christen sets up camp at sunset
on Day 8 of the BajaXL 2025.
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Throughout the rally, small clusters of teams
would stop to take in their surroundings. Here,
a group of trucks pauses at dusk to regroup
and discuss route options as Day 1 became
Night 1.
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